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As a Christian organization, New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms deplores child sexual abuse. 

Sex crimes against children have a profound, negative, and lasting impact upon those who experience 

them. Both government and private institutions should make the protection of children their highest 

priority.  

 

The Child Protection Act (Bill S.5660-A-Lanza/A.7302-A-Cusick) would abolish the statute of 

limitations applicable to sex crimes against children, and would extend the statute of limitations 

applicable to civil claims for money damages arising out of physical and emotional harms suffered by 

child victims. Under the Child Protection Act, the statute of limitations applicable in civil claims for 

child sexual abuse would not expire until a survivor of child sexual abuse had reached the age of 28. 

The Child Protection Act would also expand existing legal requirements regarding reporting child 

sexual abuse to the authorities, and would make it a misdemeanor to fail to make a mandated report 

of child sex abuse. Under the Child Protection Act, the requirement of a notice of claim would be 

abolished in sexual abuse-related lawsuits against government entities. Finally, the Child Protection 

Act would require business corporations, not-for-profit corporations, religious corporations, and 

cooperative corporations to perform criminal history searches upon employees and volunteers that 

supervise children. 

 

New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms supports the Child Protection Act, and urges the New York 

State Legislature to pass it in 2018. This bill is a laudable effort to protect children from abuse, to 

ensure that perpetrators are brought to justice, and to provide compensation to persons who have 

suffered child sexual abuse. 
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