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Bill S.4121-A (Ritchie) would provide a tax deduction for parents who adopt a child with special 

needs. 

 

This bill would allow the adoptive parents of special needs children to deduct $10,000 from their 

gross income for tax purposes. Significantly, the bill would allow such parents to take this deduction 

every year that they are the legal parents of a special needs child. The legislation defines a special 

needs child as “any child who is under the age of twenty-one and who possesses a specific physical, 

mental, or emotional condition or disability of such severity or kind that, in the opinion of the office 

of children and family services, would constitute a significant obstacle to the child’s adoption.” 

 

All children benefit from the security provided by stable, permanent homes and family structures. 

According to the bill sponsor’s memorandum, there are more than 23,000 foster children in the State 

of New York. Adoption-eligible foster children routinely wait years to be adopted, and special needs 

children face significant obstacles in being connected to forever families. The State of New York has 

a strong interest in the health and well-being of special needs children. To further that interest, the 

State should work to remove financial disincentives that discourage the adoption of special needs 

children. In addition, parents who take on the challenging task of adopting special needs children 

deserve to have their financial investments and sacrifices recognized by their state government. 

 

New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms urges the prompt passage of this pro-child, pro-parent bill. 

 

 
 

In re: Establishing a Tax Deduction for the Adoption 
of a Child with Special Needs (S.4121-A - Ritchie) 

Memorandum of Support 


